In Alyth in 1200AD King William the Lion, King of Scotland
(1143-1214) signed a charter and again between 1201 and 1211
signed further charters relating to Arbroath Abbey which he
built in 1178AD. The town was mentioned five times in the
Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothock therefore it can be reasonably
assumed that Alyth was in existence a hundred or more years
earlier and is now approximately one thousand years old.
Granted a Charter by King James III in 1488, Alyth was raised
to the rank of Burgh of Barony with the right to hold markets
and fairs, There has been a Christian presence in this area since
the 6th Century via St. Moluag, a contemporary of St. Columba.
Near the entrance to the town, The War Memorial, stands guard
and faces Alyth Hill.

The walk should take you about one hour,
Please note that keys to the Auld Arches
are available at the Alyth Hotel.

Start your walk in the Market Square and cross
the burn, where you may see salmon, trout,
heron or flycatchers, to Commercial Street and
the Alyth Hotel. Now go back in time. Look
along this street and imagine it’s the 18th
century, On the right side of the Alyth Hotel was
the home of James Sandy “The inventive genius’
one of Alyth’s greatest sons, whose life was more
akin to fiction than fact. He was the inventor
Market of En.m:imwgw hinge and is listed in the
Cross Statistical Account of Scotland in 1843 in the
section dealing with ‘Remarkable Persons.’
According to Graeme Cruickshank, historian and Son of Alyth, an
Edinburgh paper accorded him a tribute of over 500 words when he
died in 1819. He was born in 1766 and suffered serious accidents
when 12 and 18 and subsequently became totally crippled. He spent
36 years in bed, all the time developing his ‘mechanical genius.” He
originated what later became known as the Laurencekirk snuff box
containing an invisible hinge. It seems that there was no piece of
mechanism however ingenius that he could not copy and the
craftsmanship of his items was often deemed superior to that of the
originals. Sandy made violins, dabbled with electrics and
reputedly hatched different kinds of eggs by the warmth of his body.
An obituary says, * it was no unusual thing to see various singing
birds, to which he may be said to have given birth, perched on his
head and warbling the artificial notes he had taught them.” It is said
that his home became the town coffee house where the affairs of
Church and State were discussed. James Sandy, one of Alyth’s
greatest sons! Look out for his grave in the Old Kirkyard.
Proceed along Commercial St. to the Alyth Museum which houses
old photographs, an ‘Operative Joiners” Banner and artifacts depicting
a typical Strathmore farming life. (Open during May - September)

Turn right out of the museum, wander half way across the last metal
footbridge and you will have an excellent view of the Pack Bridge
which is suggested to have been built between 1480 and 1514. It
certainly existed before 1624. Parapets were added at the start of the
19th century. Below the bridge, carts were backed into the burn to
stop the wooden wheels from drying out. Look upwards to the large
house above the burn and you will see a sculpture of a head of Prince
Albert! Why? Who knows? The Losset Inn or Creel has been a
Drovers Inn since 1760. “ If only walls could talk.”
Across the road where the bed and breakfast sign is situated, was
‘Losset Lands’ farmed by James ‘Lairdie’ Low in the late 19th
century. A brewery stood here around 1815, Up Toutie Street named
since the ‘common herd” would ‘toot’ to the residents to collect their
beast after a days grazing on Alyth Hill,
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The old Market Cross at the top of Toutie Street was initially erected
by the Earl of Airlie at the churchyard gate or ‘Causeway” in Toutie
Street then again moved from the Market Square after 1925. There
were a number of shops in this area in years gone bye. Findlay and
Company, grocers and bakers offered motor and horse van deliveries.
George Mustard, licenced grocer. Symington & Son house painters
and decorators who were in business until the 1950°s and Munro’s
Shoe Fashion Store (could it be here that brogues were sold in threes?)
On your left you’ll see one of the oldest houses in Alyth where a bar
and Post Office were sited. Next to this are the gates to the Auld
Arches the relics of possibly the first stone built church from the
Reformation to be built in Alyth in the sixth century, dedicated to St.
Moulag.

The old parish church here was disused from 1839 and taken down
in 1846. James Sandy is buried here. Across on your right is the
Woolmarket, one of five drove roads. There was a custom house
where the tron was kept, and the dues paid, for “weying of wool”
according to parliament of 1365. Up the High Street now and
Strathmore Terrace. Before turning left, look right to the end of
Trodlem or Trodlum derived from a personal name Todling, there
was a well to the east of the road around 1565. Back now into Alyth,
passing the Den O’Alyth, part of the ancient Forest of Alyth. On
15th and 16th August 1326, King Robert the Bruce reputedly hunted
stag prior to the signing of charters relating to the
Abbeys of Arbroath and Scone, Alyth Den has been
designared a Site of Special Scientific Interest.

You may spot red squirrel, owl, heron, or deer.

A walk in the Den could take you a pleasant hour or
more. Heading back you’ll come to the Alyth Parish
Church, built in 1839 in Norman style and designed
by Thomas Hamilton, the architect who designed

the Burns Monument in Edinburgh. It’s home to a
unique Pictish Stone, Presentation Axe and Funeral
Hatchment, relating to one of the last duels in
Scotland. Next to the kirk is an Edward VII post
box. Where better to post a card from Alyth? At Bamff Road,
turn into Chapel Street. More than half way along on the right, is the
Monks Wynd which would have led the monks towards the Abbey
in Coupar Angus and the Cathedral in Dunkeld. Walk further along
and down Bridge Lane. On the left this recently renovated house
was, in the 17th Century, an Inn where drovers would have wet
their “whistles’ having come down from the Glens to the Mercat
Cross. Ahead, an 18th Century Jute Mill now houses an unique car
restoration business. Along Pitnacree dated 1453 and left into Bamff
Road. The residence on the right was once the local school. The
Boer War Memorial, dedicated in 1901 to the sons of three major
land owners. The adjacent Millennium Clock was funded by a
committee comprising of members from all churches and
organisations in the town. Along Albert Street and on the left is the
Town Hall which houses an historic bell cast in 1789 in the Breton
town of Quimper for a church in Poullan sur Mer near Douarnenez.
The inscription translates, *“ I was made in the time of Master the
Viscount of Coatpond, rector of Poullan.” The bell was gifted to
Alyth school around 1815 by William Warden a ship’s surgeon whose
father owned the now long forgotien Bamff Arms. He was a surgeon
on the H. M. S. Northumberland which conveyed Napoleon to his
final exile on St. Helena. The bell is now displayed in the Town
Hall, Back to the Market Square. In the 1800’s, this converted
sandstone building on the corner was the Industrial School.

Now would be a good time to quench your thirst or take a walk up
Airlie Street and check out the War Memorial and the Labyrinth on
Market Muir.

Pictish Stone



Codes as used on the map
Market Square

Home of inventor Jame Sandy (Alyth Hotel)
Alyth Folk Museum

Pack Bridge c1500AD

Old Drovers Inn 1760 (Losset Inn)
Market Cross (1670)

The Auld Arches

Wool Market

Trodlem - old drovers road

Den O’ Alyth

Alyth Parish Church

Monks Wynd

17th Century Inn

18th Century Jute Mill

® Boer War Memorial

(® Town Hall
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Local information collated by Eilecn McBain, Alyth
Produced with support from Blairgowrie & East Perthshire Tourist Association
Historical Information on James Sandy by:

j Approximate Distances in miles from Alyth J
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Day Trips, Castles, Distilleries, Gardens, Historic Homes,
Picturesque Scenery, Peaceful Lochs and so much more,
or for help with your arrangements,
please write or telephone to:

Tourist Information Centre

26 Wellmeadow

Blairgowrie, Perthshire PH10 6AS

Tel (01250) 872960

Fax (01250) 876825

E.mail: blairgowrie@visitscotland.com
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